Perhaps the most common causes of chronic ill-health in children are, syphilis, rickets, and scrofula; the two former chiefly commencing in infancy, the last manifesting itself later on in childhood. These I do not propose to consider, but rather to offer a few observations on some of the less frequent, and perhaps in many cases not so generally recognised, causes of ill-health in children after the more common acute infectious diseases. When I say not so generally recognised, I mean as being directly or indirectly induced by, or a sequela of, these diseases.
In the examination of sick children, in hospital practice especially, I always try to impress upon students the necessity of a strict inquiry into the previous history of the case, as likely to give a clue to its elucidation. This is all the more necessary, as among the poorer classes especially, and even in practice generally, there is a tendency, if not to ignore, at all events to regard as trivial, the common acute infectious diseases of childhood. I need hardly say I allude more particularly to scarlatina, measles, and hoopingcough. Of so little importance do mothers consider these maladies, that not unfrequently in the hospital out-patient room I find, in answer to the query, " Has the child ever had any previous illness ?" the reply is in the negative, when, to the succeeding question, " Has the child had measles, hooping-cough, or scarlatina ? " an affirmative is at once given, thereby impressing one with the idea that mothers consider these diseases of little or no importance in the catalogue of their children's ailments. I therefore always teach the necessity of making careful and specific inquiry as to the previous existence of these diseases.
In obedience to the generally recognised law that organs or functions develop tendencies to disease in direct ratio to their normal or physiological activity, we find that in children the acute diseases are a fruitful cause of initiating chronic disturbance of function or disease in certain organs, or systems, which present great functional activity in the early periods of life. In childhood the function of nutrition in all its parts is unusually active, and also the process of development, and it is by an interference with these functions that the more common acute diseases appear to exercise such serious after-effects in children. 
